Helping your child with reading:

At St Laurence each child is expected to read at home
daily, whether that is to an adult (for developing
readers) or independently (for fluent readers).

Books for home reading are selected and monitored
in a range of ways across the school depending on the
age and ability of the child. A

in terms of reading, we want children to be able to:
v' Enjoy reading and see it as a pleasurable leisure activity, as well as a means of following
instructions and finding things out.
¥ Have the reading skills necessary to read a range of text types for pleasure and for
information.
v To be confident and competent readers, children need to have access to a range of reading
experiences.
Supporting Reading at Home:

v Find a place to sit together that suits you both.
v' Try to read for at least 5 to 10 minutes a day and once over the weekend. Encourage it as a

pleasurable experience.

Find some time to talk about the book as well as reading it.

Start with the title, look at the cover and briefly chat about what you might find inside.
At the bottom of each page, encourage your child to predict what might happen next.
If your child gets stuck, ask what word would fit best, ask them to sound it out (if

appropriate), or simply supply the word yourself.
Read to your child. You can help your child to understand the emphasis of particular parts of
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the story.
v Encourage your child to retell the story you have just shared. This will give you an idea of

how much they have understood.
v/ What happened in the story? Does this remind them of anything in their lives or anything

they have read before?
v Did they think the book was funny? Did they spot any interesting words and phrases? Did
they enjoy the book?

How to help with reading
v Be positive - praise your child for trying hard at their reading. Let them know it’s okay to

make mistakes.
v Turn off the phone, TV and Xbox! It's easier for your child to concentrate if there are no

distractions.

v Give them time. Let them make a guess before you tell them the word. Help them to get the
first sound or try breaking the word up into smaller sections.

¥ Point with a finger. Encourage them to follow the words with their finger.

v" Don’t make them try too hard! It doesn’t matter if you have to tell them the word

sometimes.



v' Let them read their favourites. It's good practice to read the same books over and over
again.
v"  Enjoy your time with them.



