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Dear parents and carers,

The lead up to Easter is a very special time of year when we take time to
reflect in prayer and give our time and gifts to others. Our Lenten activities
yesterday morning is a shining example of how our school community works
together to support those in need. The children were wonderful, the stalls
and activities organised by the children in Key Stage 2 were excellent and all
the children in Reception, Key Stage 1 and 2 were very well behaved. As I
walked around the hall and the playground I could see the older children
helping the younger ones and everyone was having a lovely time whilst
raising money for those in need; all shining examples of how we prepare in
Lent for Easter.

I note below, with their permission, a parent’s recent comment about our
school “...the best school experience we could have hoped for. The way the
school upholds both education and faith, acknowledging God in its teachings
and values, has been something we deeply appreciate and will always
treasure.” It is heart-warming to receive such a message and I hope that
these are sentiments that you share; if you feel there is something that the
school could do better or introduce I would very much welcome you letting
us know either via email or in person. In a world where WhatsApp and
similar social media platforms are a common form of communication for
groups of parents please do remember that we want to know if you feel
there are ways we can further develop the children’s time at school.

Do remember the clocks go forward this weekend bringing the longer and
warmer days; we are all looking forward to the abundance of outdoor
learning that is possible during the warmer months ahead.

We look forward to welcoming the children back to school on Monday
13th April.

We wish you all a joyful and peaceful Easter.

God bless

Mrs Chalklin
Head of School



Staff Car Park

Please can we remind all parents, the staff car park must not be

used as a drop off or pick up point for children unless you have

prior permission to park from the school. Even when the gate is

open please do not park. Often drivers think it is OK because the

time in the car park is brief but it is moving cars that cause a

safety hazard to children. In the last week several authorised to

park cars have been damaged; fortunately there have been no

injuries. Please can we also remind parents that parking in front

of the school is illegal as it puts both pedestrians and cyclists at

risk. Please allow a few extra minutes travel time and park

responsibly in a nearby street.







Skylarks

A wonderful term full of creativity, discovery, and 
memorable experiences.

For World Book Day, we took
part in a variety of creative
activities that helped us
understand the importance of
reading. We enjoyed a special
visit from an author who read
some of their books to us. We
also explored legends and
myths, imagining how we might
become dragons!

Celebrating the Magic of Books



Amazing Discoveries in 
Science week

During Science Week, we were
very lucky to welcome a
special visitor who taught us
about DNA. They explained
this complex topic in such a
simple and engaging way, and
we were fascinated! We also
discussed pollution and
shared ideas about how we
can help keep our world safe
and healthy.

Inside the Year 1 Classroom

We are so proud of all the enthusiasm and kindness Year 1 have shown this 
term—we look forward to even more exciting learning ahead!





























Literacy 

In Literacy this half term we enjoyed reading
“Where the Wild Things Are”. The children were
captivated by the illustrations and took great pride
in creating their own artwork inspired by the
story, as well as designing their own imaginative
monsters. Through our discussions, the children
explored moments when they may have felt sad or
lonely and thought about their own imaginary
worlds. We also reflected on what it means to be
“wild,” both for ourselves and in how we relate to
others. This led to thoughtful conversations about
our actions and what truly matters to us. It was
wonderful to see the children confidently retelling
the story and beginning to write their own
summaries.

Maths 

In Maths, the children have been learning about
money, including recognising different coins and
notes and understanding how to use them. There
were lots of opportunities for imaginative play
through our class shops, where the children
enjoyed taking on the roles of shopkeepers and
customers, buying items and paying for them.
The children also practised their multiplication
skills, revisiting the 2, 5, 10, 3, 4 and 6 times tables
and solving problems involving multiplication.
Some of the children have been focusing on
counting in 2s and 5s, building confidence and
fluency in these key skills

Understanding of the World around us

In Science, we have been learning about how to
look after our bodies, with a particular focus on
keeping our teeth healthy. The children explored
the concept of germs and developed their
understanding of the importance of regular
handwashing and good hygiene habits.
We also discussed healthy and unhealthy foods,
and different groups of food and nutrients. The
children enjoyed creating their own balanced
plates inspired by the Eatwell Guide. This helped
them to understand how to make healthy choices
and what a well-balanced diet looks like.

Dear Parents and Carers,

Spring Term 2 has been a wonderfully busy and exciting time for Bluebirds! We’ve
made the most of the sunny days we were lucky to have, enjoying plenty of outdoor
learning and play. The children have loved exploring, discovering, and developing
new skills outside. As we move further into spring, we’re looking forward to
continuing making more improvements to our outdoor area.



Outdoor learning and physical 

activity

We have continued to have lots of fun
both indoors and outdoors with our sports
coach, developing our physical skills and
enjoying active play. This term, the
children especially loved spending time in
the sunshine, digging, exploring with water
and sand, and planting flowers and
vegetables. These activities have
supported their curiosity and teamwork,
as well as their understanding of the
natural world.
Our playground now has even more areas
for the children to play and learn, and we
are very excited to know that more
equipment will be added soon to further
enhance our outdoor provision.

Other highlights

A small group of children visited the local shops,

linking our Maths curriculum with valuable real-life

skills. During the trip, they explored road safety,

identified healthy and unhealthy food choices, and

practised paying for items independently.

Another highlight was Science Week, when Miss

Corcoran visited Bluebirds and led a couple of

exciting experiments. The children thoroughly

enjoyed the experience and were full of

enthusiasm.

We also celebrated World Book Day. Some

children chose to dress up, while others preferred

not to, but everyone joined in and had a fantastic

time.

SEMH

We have continued exploring our feelings
and how to communicate them effectively.
The children have been learning how to play
with kindness, showing care and respect
towards one another.
We have also been developing strategies to
help us respond positively when we fall out
with a friend, and thinking about ways to
solve problems when we feel frustrated,
upset, or angry.

Thank you for your continued support this term—it is greatly appreciated.

We hope you all have a restful and enjoyable Easter break, and we look forward to welcoming the 

children back, re-energised and ready for a fun and engaging new term.



ST LAURENCE CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS

JOIN OUR TEAM!

St Laurence Catholic Primary School is seeking three new governors to join our Local Governing 
Body.  We would be delighted to hear from you if you would like to join us. Being a school governor 
is a commitment and a responsibility but offers you the chance to see first-hand the impact you can 

make in improving education for children in your community. 

What is a school governor?

School governors have a varied and important role, in helping our school run effectively. They have 3 
core functions:

Planning the strategic direction of the school

Overseeing financial performance of the school and ensuring money is well spent

Supporting the Catholic life of the school

Holding the headteacher and school leadership to account

A foundation governor is a practising catholic, a parent governor may not be.

The governor role is strategic rather than operational. Governors don’t get involved with the day to
day running of a school, instead supporting, and challenging the school’s leadership team to drive
school improvement. They champion the work the school does.

Our governing board

Our board consists of 12 people, and we meet all together 6 times per year – in person and
sometimes via Teams. 3 of our meetings focus on teaching and learning standards (pupil progress
and achievement) and the 3 remaining meetings focus on school resources (finance and premises).
They get to know the school, including visiting the school occasionally during school hours and in
agreement with the headteacher, and through termly monitoring activities gaining a good
understanding of the school’s strengths and weaknesses.

Do I need to have certain qualifications?

No special qualifications are needed. Induction and ongoing training are available. Access to a
computer/laptop is recommended to view and read documents for the FGB meetings and
communication. The most important thing is to have a keen interest in the school and play an active
part in the governing body’s work.

How do I apply?

Please contact St Laurence school office. Our clerk to governors will arrange an informal meeting
with our co-chairs of governors to talk you through what the role of governor involves. If governance
is something you might be interested in, we hope you’ll apply. We’re keen to have more local
community voices within our school.

Thank you,

Dr Vicki Worsnop and Ms Ursula Lowe (co-chairs of governors)








