Attendance target: 95% Actual Attendance: 94%
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Summer 1 Newsletter - May 2025

Prayer for Pope Leo XIV

Faithful God,

You guide us on the path of life and your goodness is our constant companion.

Be with our new Shepherd, Pope Leo XIV, in his service of the Church.

Fill him with the power of your Spirit, the peace of your presence and the compassion of Christ.

May he walk with you, in wisdom and humility, and lead us, together with all God’s people, to embody your love for the world.
Amen.

St Laurence Catholic Primary School

Through God's grace, a community growing in knowledge and understanding.

Dear Parents and carers,

Wwhat a busy half term! tt has been such a joy to Look through all the enclosed class pages and recall all
the wondlerful Learning opportunities the children have enjoyed this half term, | was particularly pleased
to share in the whole school celebration of the mportance of remembering VE day,

Today has brought more celebration as we cubminate our week of dedications to Our Lady with a coffee
morning for families and a Liturgy this aftermoon, Thank You to those of You who came this morming
and to all of Yyou who have given up Your thme this term to help on school trips, in class activities and to
Jotn with us for other celebrations, We are a very spectal community and deeply value the relationship
we have with our fawilies as well as our parish,

This has been my flrst term as Head of School, ( have enjoyjed meeting anad greeting you all in the
mornings, Please do come and talk to e, we ave always welconme to ideas, offers of help as well as
wankiing to support all our famdilies with any tssues that may arise throughout the sehool term,

1 would like to say a very big well done to all our Year & children wio were absolutely fantastic
throughout the whole of SATS week, 1 know that they are now looking forward to a wealth of activities
that they will shave over their Last term tn school. They have all pltehed their Ldeas to me about the clitbs
that they would like to run after half term as well as shaving thelr ideas with both KS1 and lower KS2
ln assemblies this week, At the thme we had some visttors tn school from other Local sehools who were
extrenmely) timpressed with our Year & children’s tdeas and excellent presentations,

Please malke a wote of the term dates for the rest of this year and tn particular that school is CLOSED
on Mondlay 244 june, t wish you all a wonderful hall tenm and hope that the weather forecast tmproves,
especiatly as 'm caneping for a few days tn Yorkshire!

oot bless anol best wishes.

Mrs Challklin and the St, Laurence Team

TERM DATES
PD Day Monday 2nd June
Pupils return to school on Tuesday 3rd June
Last day of term Wednesday 23rd July 2025

If you are visiting the school out of normal drop off and pick up times
please remember to shut the front of school pedestrian gate behind
you.

Our new boundary fence is an asset in keeping our pupils safe.

Administrative Officer = Administrative Assistant Caretaker

Mrs Rokitnicka Miss Tu Mr. Tapp

Committed to the words
of Christ and the Gospel
Values.

T T

Executive Head
Mrs McGhee Wallace

Head of School
Mrs Chalklin

SENCo/Inclusion

Mrs Harvey

Our Classes
Wrens Mrs Chalklin
Skylarks Miss Gomez
Kingfishers Miss Tanvir
Swallows Miss Ward
Doves Mrs Groves
Magpies Mrs Prokop
Owls Miss Corcoran

Kestrels Mrs Khan Black-
er
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WNrens Summer term in Wrens

Kings and Queens

We enjoyed our class trip to Kings College Chapel.

AR EnN FRERY

We learnt about the amazing
architecture and recognised many
of the biblical stories illustrated on

the beautiful stained-glass
windows. Out trip took place on VE
day. We waved out flags and had a
celebration picnic at Lammas Land.




This week the children have been learning about the Magna Carta.
The children created their own Magna Carta charters and thought
about the rules they thought were important for everyone to follow,
they then made their own seals!
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We hope you all have a lovely half term, see you on Tuesday 3™ June
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Artist at work!, 72

Art is helping us discover how paintings can teach us
about the past and the hidden stories behind famous
artworks. This term, the children explored new
voecabulary related to artistic styles and learned how
poses and expressions can tell o story. We approeched
this in @ multisensory way~bringing art to life through
rele play and costumes! The children absolutely loved
dressing up, which helped them express themselves
ereatively while having lots of fun.

|

We can’t wait to see you next term for more exciting adventures, learning, and fun!
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POPE FRANCIS

Whilst Pope Francis was ill in
hospital, The pupils wrote lovely
prayers for his health.

POPE LEO XIV

last week, 8" May 2025, we welcomed a
new pope, Pope. We have put welcome
messages into our class alter book

ART W i

This half term we have completed a unit of art
and are currently in the middle of our Roman art
unit. We have looked at the style of the Pantheon. *
We have written our instructions. Today we have b \\
used lollysticks to create the circular part of the
building. Next week, we get to build the front of _
the Pantheon.
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CURRICULUM NEWS 15TH MAY 2025

ENGLISH

This half-term, we have been writing a 3™
Person narrative, set in another culture.
As a class we studies Greece in Autumn
term and used this knowledge to write
about Greek Gods

= | HISTORY

. For the whole of the summer term, we are
| e | .| studying the Stuarts, In summer 2 we are

' - o . going on our phase trip to see some of the
artefacts and sites of the Stuarts and Oliver
Cromwell. The pupils have also really
enjoyed learning about the Gunpowder Plot.

VE DAY

Last week, 8" May 2025 was the 80™
anniversary, of VE day. In class we learnt about
the sacrifice of the soldiers. In the playground, =5
we created the VE day phrase. Later, in the N
afternoon, we had a small picnic, with cakes
and biscuits, as they did 80 years ago. ltwas &~
lovely to see everyone eating, chatting and &

playing together.

Have a lovely break and remember we come back on the Tuesday
3" June 2025
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Enjoying Forest School
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Students’ Art

Byzantine Art
This term we studied Byzantine Art,
which is from the Eastern Roman
Empire. We then created our own
maosaics in response to the
patterns found in the famous
church in Istanbul (Hagia Sophia).

To the Ends of the Earth

This was an encouraging term in
RE, looking at how the story of
Jesus' resurrection spread from

(| Jerusalem to the ends of the earth.
We also loocked at the Apostle’s
Creed, which the fantastic chidiren
in Doves managed to memorise!

Swimming
Doves Class have enjoyed
swimming this term. Some of us
have been learning to swim, some
have been improving their
technigues and some have been
perfecting their stroke and
increasing their fitness.
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MAGPIES CLASS

NEWSLETTER
SUMMER 1

What We Learned

It's been o short but incredibly busy summer term
Wa bagan the term with o whole-school Summer Term Mass. In RE, under the thamea Ends of
the Earth, we focused on the Holy Spirit, Pantecost, and Confirmation. The childran alsao
expressed their understanding throuwgh art, designing and creating relief prints of symbols of
the Holy Spirit during their printmaking lessons,

In English, the childran wrota play scripts inspired by A Midsurnrmer Night's Dream by
Shakespeare. They can't walt to act out the scenes, having written them with great
enthusicsm. They also enjoyed crofting nomratives based on myths and legends.

In Maths, the children mostered measuring and drowing angles and explored the properties
of palygons.

In Science, wa explored the Solar System, sparking plenty of curiosity and fascinating
questions.

The kind weather allowsd us to take learning outdoors, In Geagraphy, our local area study
included a field trip where pupils drew maps, explored the surroundings, identified local
issues, and even conducted a traffic survey.

Finally, we proudly marked the BOth anniversary of VE Doy with a special assembly and o
picnic — a memorable way to reflect and celebrote together.

Thank you to all Parants ond Carers for your continuad support this half term. We wis

families a rastful and joytul half-term braak and look forward to the final halt
Best wishes,
Mrs, MProkop
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Highlights of the Summer Term
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Creating relief prints to repre
the
, Holy Spirit as part of our RE and

SN\ £

— P

e "'1_71\\&
I :

Ny
——
£

—




a OWLCLASSNEWS -
' SUMMER 1 4

CORE LEARNING

In our core subjects, we have embarked on an exciting journey through the solar system
in Sclence, exploring the wonders of planets and celestial bodies. In English, inspired by
Shokespeare's A Midsurmmer Night's Dream, the children demonstrated their creativity by

writing their cwn play scripts. Our Mathe lessons focused on measuring and drawing

delved into the significance of the Holy Spirit, Pentecost, and Confirmation.

2 B [ 4 “ . . - 4
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. In music, Owls have been having fun learning to play . We dlso celebrated some memorable
the ukulele. In Art, they engaged in printmaking, events, including our whole school
.\ sﬂWhﬂﬁIrﬁfﬂhfmwﬂbﬁd‘\ summer term mass and a special
the Holy Spirit. Our Geography studies included @~ @ssembly and pienie in honour of the
1 field trip to our local area, where students drew 80th anniversary of VE Day.
maps, explored their surroundings, identified local
y issues, and conducted a traffic survey.
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HAPPY HALF=TERM EREAK

Thark you for your all your continued support, and I wish you and your family a restful
and happy half-term break

Warm regards, Miss Corcoran
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i*‘ Kestrels Newsletter ‘*‘

Dear Parents and Carers,

| hope this newsletter finds you well. As we approach the end of another
busy term, | would like to share some highlights from our Year 6 classroom
and provide important information for the coming weeks.

Our pupils have been thoroughly engaged with our core text, 'Dare to Be
You' by Matthew Syed. This inspiring book has sparked meaningful
discussions and encouraged our young learners to embrace their unique
qualities.

In writing, we have been focusing on speeches. It has been a delight to see
the pupils draw upon their experiences from the Year 4 residential trip,
infusing their work with personal anecdotes and reflections. Their
enthusiasm and creativity have truly shone through in these compositions.

Mathematics has seen our class working diligently on improving their
fluency and speed. We have also delved into the intricacies of calculating
the area of triangles, a skill that will serve them well in their future
mathematical endeavours.



b < VEDAY =

As we reflect on our recent activities, | am delighted to share that our
school community came together to commemorate the 80th anniversary of
VE Day. This significant historical milestone provided an excellent
opportunity for our pupils to deepen their understanding of World War Il
and its impact on our nation. Through various engaging activities, we
honoured the sacrifices made by previous generations and celebrated the
peace that followed. It was heartening to see our pupils' enthusiasm and
respect as they participated in this important remembrance event.
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Our Geography lessons have taken us on a fascinating journey through
South America. Pupils have gained valuable knowledge about the Incan
Empire and the ancient city of Machu Picchu, broadening their
understanding of world cultures and historical civilisations.
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I have enjoyed every \

Although | have never lesson and have learnt so
much like tuning and
p!aycd the u!(ulelc, : different cords. All this
think 'm ge}ung good has definitely benefitted
atit. and will give the ukulele in
my house to be played. J
N 4
| had always wanted to learn \
| had a great time another new Instrument. What | enjoy about
: Altho and tuning a : i
learning about ukulele uml."’; mmq._ puadd playing the ukulele is
especially learning how || 4., oxperience. Definitely one that it's like a guitar but
to play the C, F, G, G7 of my tavourite music classes easier.
in schhol,

4

p

| loved it! There are so
many fun things about the
ukulele that | love.

| have learnt so much | really enjoyed playing
from having a go at the ukulele because |
ukulele. It is great fun! enjoy music.

.

Especially note C and how
you have to number your
fingors - AMAZING

Music lessons have been particularly lively this term, with the introduction
of ukuleles. These instruments have been a massive hit, and it's been
wonderful to see the pupils' musical skills develop.




| would like to take a moment to celebrate the outstanding effort,
commitment, and determination displayed by our Year 6 pupils before and
during the SATs. Their hard work and positive attitudes have been truly
commendable, and they should be incredibly proud of themselves.

¢ Year 63, You've Done Great Work!

The tests are done, the papers in,
GREAT 4 time for joy, where smiles begin.
WORK Like the image says, “Well done!” it's true,

MO You worked so hard, all the way through.
WELL Now calebrate, with hearts so light,
DONE And let your spirits take their fliight.
> . Remember God, who's always near,
”‘._ 1 “. . “" ® " And Jesus’ lowe, that casts out fear,

= ". cadc "" He guides your stepa, in all you do,
- . And sees the potential shindng through.

o . g -
04, i WE ‘— ’f‘:" S0 lift your heads, and stand up tall,
7 (Tl - ‘0 You've given your best, you've given your sll,

Let colowrs bright fill every day,

D ™
* 9 ss'D -. " As you laugh and cheer and play.
A\ V8 s - -"' ' You've earned this rest, this happy time,
- c W 2 . Your 63, your future is sublime!

We are delighted to share a heartwarming gesture from our Reception
pupils towards their Year 6 counterparts. Following the completion of
SATs, our youngest learners took it upon themselves to congratulate the
Year 6 pupils on their hard work and dedication. In a show of support and
celebration, the Reception children decorated biscuits for their older peers.
This thoughtful act not only brightened the day for our Year 6 pupils but
also exemplified the strong sense of community and camaraderie we foster
at St Laurence Catholic Primary School.
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I bend o S Him e wits my
Buddy and he gevs ms
|. vl ko wlsich veas very

Fromicm ol him.
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U raslly snjoyed playing
with rrey Buddy! She
reacle e n ok,
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ECONDARY SCHOOL TRANSITION DATE!

Looking ahead, | kindly request that you inform your child of their
I hool nsition i I is inform nwi

This will greatly assist in organising our Year 6 rehearsals and ensuring a
smooth transition process for all pupils.

As we approach the half-term break, | would like to wish all our families a
restful and enjoyable time. Your continued support and engagement with
yvour child's learning are invaluable, and we appreciate your partnership in
their educational journey.

Thank wou for your ongoing support, and | look forward to a productive
final half-term with our wonderful Year 6 pupils.

Warm regards,
Mrs Khan-Blacker
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21st July - 22nd August
LIMITED SPACES, BOOK NOW!

MULTI DAY DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE, FROM JUST £35 PER DAY! TN
AGES 5-11, 9 AM - 4 PM DAILY PLACES@

AVAILABLE

www.nextthing.education




