YOUR HALF-TERMLY NEWSLETTER ABOUT
OUR SCHOOL!
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{ UPCOMING EVENTS |
T. LAURENCE TEANE :

Red Hen Connect Meetings

across the Spring Term
Wrens - Mrs. Chalklin

Skylarks - Miss Gomez
Kingfishers - Miss Tanvir
Swallows - Miss Ward
Doves - Mrs. Groves
Owls - Miss Corcoran
Magpies - Mrs. Prokop
Kestrels - Mrs. Khan-Blacker

AFTER SCHOOL
WITH SUPERSTAR
SPORTS

Pastoral Lead - Mrs O’Dell
SENCo - Mrs. Harvey
Assistant Headteacher - Mrs. Chalklin

Dodgeball - Monday
Headteacher - Mrs. McGhee Wallace

Football/Dance - Tuesday
irls’ Football/Nature Club - Wedn
Basketball - Thursday
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REMINDER

Pupils return to
i{; V" school on Tuesday

/th January 2025. = https://www.stlaurence.cam :
] bs.sch.uk/page/?

title=Class+Pages&pid=60
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BREAKFAST MEETING
6TH FEBRUARY 2025
9 AM.
SCHOOL HALL

Pleasego'm us for cof{ee and a chat
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51, Laurence Mini Vinnies meet Daniel Zeichner

Every 25 years, the Catholic Church have a lubiles Year, This Jubilze Year iz entitled “Pilgrims
of Hope' and starts on 24th December 2024 with the opening of the Holy Daor in Bome.

The Mini Vinnies are using this time throughout the Jubilee Year to reflect on the needs of
their community and bring hope through the actions they can take.

During his wisit 1o 5t Laurence, our local BP, Deniel Zeichner meet with soms of the Mini
vinnizes. mr Zeichner listened to the Mini Vinniss as they explained how they were making
YPowerty a Friority” because living in poverty can impact on your life in manL' different ways.

wr Zeichner answerad the kini vinnies guestions on how he helps those in poverty a5 an MP,
what parliament are doing to try and tackle poverty and what his favounie thing i about
being a politician.

Afterwards the Mini vinnizs commented that:
It was very interesting talking to #r Zeichner and to hear what life is like 35 3 polttician”
“He was imprassed with our fundraising activities and liked our motto: 522, think, da”

“wie hope to talk to par Zeichner again during Jubiles Year and s== how parliament are
supporting thoss in Povery”



THANKYOU TO ALL OF OUR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES FOR THEIR
EXCELLENT EFFORTS,HELPING US TO RAISE FUNDS FOR MORE BOOKS
THROUGH ATTENDING THE BOOK FAYRE OR TAKING PART IN THE READING
CHALLENGE. IN TOTAL, SO FAR, WE HAVE RAISED MORE THAN £550.
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. sNrens Happy Christmas from Wrens!

We hope you have a lovely holiday and a happy new year.

It has been a very busy but equally enjoyable term in
Reception. Here is a selection of a few of the things that we
have been doing!

This term our topic has been Transport.
We have worked in our mechanic garage....

e @ld built our own Tuk Tuk.

We visited our local library, where we finally found our missing
Everywhere Bear riding on the steam train!
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We have made our own Advent Wreaths to share with our family as we
prepare for the coming of Jesus this Christmas.
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We decorated our class Christmas tree....
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We hope this Christmas brings you much joy and look forward to welcoming
you back to school in the New Year.

1
1
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
ﬁl
ﬁl
ﬁl
ﬁl
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
ﬁl
ﬁl
ﬁl
ﬁl
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
ﬁl
ﬁl
ﬁl
ﬁl
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
ﬁl
ﬁl
ﬁl
ﬁl
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
#I
W
0
0
o
o
0l
0l

[

A A A A A A A A AR R R R AR

L]




Skylarks have had a fantastic finish to their autumn term! They have centinued to
improve with their classroom learning routines fantastically, and I have been very
impressed with their focus during carpet learning time.

Our core texts this half term have been "Where The Wild Things Are’ and "The Storm
Whale'. We have studied a variety of poems, tool It has been truly amazing to hear
their all their ideas and opinions develop as they explore new vocabulary and concerns
of environmentalism. They are all becoming more able readers. The children have made
brilliant progress with their writing and I have particularly enjoyed reading aloud their
morning activity sentences, Many of these independently written sentences have
displayed their love for God through powerful prayer.

In science, children have learnt about animals. They enjoyed learning all about what
animals eat and categorisation, applying some very big words to their discussions.

Perhaps the highlight of the half term was our nativity performance. It has been really
fun to learn all of songs and to participate with our friends in Year Two and Reception
to put together a wonderful performance, celebrating the joy of Our Lord's miraculous
birth!




Kingfishers have been working really hard this term! Reading has been a particular
highlight. The children really enjoyed 'Paddington’ and their enthusiasm has been
infectious. It was great to finish the term with a reward to see Paddington in Peru on
the big screen, We have also made a lot of progress in our writing. I particularly
enjoyed reading their formal invitations where they used exciting language to
encourage you to come to their Nativity Play. I do hope it lived up to expectations!

Another highlight has been our history
learning on the Romans. The children have
been so absorbed by learning about the Roman
Army and their successful invasion ef Britain,
We really enjoyed our Roman day where we
had the opportunity to make our own mosaic
and write our name using the Roman alphabet,

As always, this term is full of excitement as we lead up te Christmas. A big thank you
to all the children for being so wonderful during our Nativity rehearsals, We are all

very proud, Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and new year,




Swallows

During the last half term, the pupils have had the opportunity to take part in
various activities. We started by creating poppies and taking part in a2 two-minute
silence to remember the sacrifices and the lives lost in many wars.

Computing has been one of the pupil’s favourites subjects this half-term. The
children have planned and created a podcast on their favourite subjects. They
ranged from crochet to animal noise, football and jet engines! The pupils all
worked well in their pairs and in spite of the excitable noise it was great to see
the passion and confidence that pupils had.

In R.E., we have been discovering more about prophecy and promise, especially
lohn the Baptist. The children always enjoy reading the scripture and the
confidence, vocabulary and maturity gained and shown is lovely to witness.

We are now in Advent and building towards the Jubilee year. The pupils have
been learning about the Jesse tree, which tells key moments from lesus’s life.
We have made crowns for the Christmas lunch, where Swallows went as
Rudolph the red nosed reindeer. We still have more Advent activities to come,
and we are almost ready for Christrmas.




Doves Class have really enjoyed learning about and creating their own Jesse Trees. These trees
remind us that Jesus had a long family history tree, stretching all the way back to Jesse, Abraham
and Adam. Every ornament represents a Bible story and every Bible story reminds us that the whole
Old Testament points to the coming of Jesus that we celebrate at Christmas.

Doves students coloured the ornaments in their books, explaining how the Scriptures pointed to
lesus. Then we made ornaments for our class Christmas tree, reminding us that during Advent we
are watching and waiting for the coming of lesus again.




Dear Parents and Carers,

As we near the end of the Autumn term, I wanted to share some of the exciting things your
children have been up to in Owls Class this term! It has been a fantastic half-term filled with
learning, creativity, and fun activities.

In English, the class has been having a great time writing first-person narratives set in
Ancient Greece. The children have really brought Greek myths and heroes to life with their
imaginative storytelling! To deepen their understanding of this captivating topic, we
organised a visit to the Classical Archaeology Museum at Cambridge University. While
there, the children had the opportunity to examine artefacts, which sparked their
imagination and inspired their writing.

In Maths, we've been diving into some interesting concepts like factors, prime numbers,
cube numbers, and square numbers. The children have shown great enthusiasm in solving
problems and discovering how these numbers waork together.

Our Science lessons have been all about chemistry and materials. We've been learning
about solutions and mixtures, and the students enjoyed a fun investigation to find out which
materials make the best thermal insulator for a cup of teal The experiments have been
exciting, and the children loved getting hands-on in their learning.




As Christmas approaches, we have kicked off our festive activities! The children have been
busy completing Christmas crafts and enjoying our school Christmas meal together. It's a
lovely time for our class to come together and enjoy the holiday spirit.

Looking ahead to the Spring term, we have even more exciting things lined up! We will
start exploring fractions in Maths, read the enchanting tale of ‘A Midsummer Night's
Dream' in English, and learn more about Living Things and their Habitats in Science. We
can't wait to see the fantastic progress the children will continue to make!

Thank you for your ongoing support. May you have a joyful Christmas and a happy New
Year!

Best wishes, Miss Corcaran
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MACPIES

Ceear Parents and C3rer

As we reach the end of the Auturnn 2 term, we are delighted to share some of the fantastic
achigvements and learming experiencas the children in Magpies Class have enjoyed this term

Curmiculum Highligits

In Emglish, the children have been writing first-person narratives set in Ancient Gresce. Their
storytelling skills brought the world of Greek myths and heroes to life! To enrich their
knowledge and understanding, we visited the Classical Archaeology MMussum st Cambridge
University, where the children explored fascnating artefacts and geined inspiration for their
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In Maths we focusad on multiplication and division, induding prime, sguare, and compaosite
nurmbers. The children worked hard to deepen their understanding of thess concepts and
apply their skills to sohve challenging problems




In Sgemoe. our Chemistry unit sparked the children's curiasity as they investigated therma
nsulators, explored solutions, and experimented with separation methods. The hands-on
activities made learning excting, and we were so impressed by their scientific observations
and teamwaork.

spedal Events and RE

This term, the children participated in our Advent joumey, reflecting on the meaning of the

z2gs0n and preparing for Christmas with great joy and enthusizsm. in RE, we explored the

branch of Prophecy and Promise focusing on Jesus &= the fulfilment of God's promise to
awid. The children showed thoughtful understanding and shared meaningful reflections

during our lessons and collective worship.



Celebrating Achieverments

It has been wonderful to celebrate the children's successes during our weekly assembliss.
Whether for kindness, hard work, or academic progress, Magpees have truly made us proud
this term.

Looking Ahead

As we head into the Spring term, we will begin exploring fractions in Maths, reading
‘Midsurnmer Might's dream’ and leaming about Lving Things and their Habitats building on
the fantastic progress the children have made so far.

Finally, we would like to thank you for your cominued support this term. Wishing all our
families a happy and blessed Christmias and & peaceful New Year. We look forward to
welcoming the children back in January, ready for another exciting term of learning!




Kestrels Newsletter
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Dear Kestrels' Parents and Carers,

As we approach the joyful season of Christmas, we reflect on the blessings of the past year
and the warmth of our school community. This festive edition of our newsletter is filled with
highlights of our Year & pupils' achievements, upcoming events, and ways we can come
together to celebrate the spirit of giving and love that embodies the Gospel values we cherish.
We encourage you to take a moment to enjoy the stories and updates that showcase the hard
work and dedication of Kestrels’ pupils and staff. May this Christmas bring you peace, joy, and
a renewed sense of hope as we look forward to the New Year together.

We've also enjoyed our Buddies Days, fostering connections between older and younger
pupils. These interactions have been heart-warming to witness, as our Year 6 pupils
demonstrated leadership and kindness towards their younger peers.




Qur pupils had the privilege of visiting AstraZeneca, which proved to be an enlightening and
inspiring trip. This experience provided valuable insights into the world of science and
innovation, broadening our pupils’ horizons and potentially sparking future career interests.
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The Christmas Crafts Day was a festive highlight, allowing our pupils to express their creativity
and get into the holiday spirit. It was delightful to see their enthusiasm and the beautiful crafts
they produced.

| would like to take a moment to celebrate the exceptional hard work and learning attitude
demonstrated by our Year & pupils this term. Their dedication and perseverance have been



truly commendable. We've seen significant progress across all areas of learning, and I'm
immensely proud of each pupil's achievements.

As we |ook ahead to the Christmas holidays, | encourage all our pupils to enjoy a well-
deserved rest. This break provides an excellent opportunity to recharge and spend quality
time with family and friends.

However, | must also inform you that the upcoming term will be more challenging. We will be
intensifying our focus on 5ATs preparation, metaphorically 'putting our foot on the pedal'.
While this may sound daunting, | assure you that we will approach this preparation with the
same enthusiasm and dedication that our pupils have shown throughout this term.

| have full confidence in our Year & pupils' abilities to rise to this challenge. Their progress thus
far has been remarkable, and I'm certain they will continue to excel with the support of both
school and home.

Thank you for your continued support and engagement in your child's education. Your
involvement plays a crucial role in their success, and we greatly appreciate it.

I wish you all a lovely Christmas holiday filled with joy, relaxation, and precious moments with
your loved ones. We look forward to welcoming our pupils back in the new year, refreshed

and ready for the exciting challenges ahead.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!|
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Warm regards,
Mrs Khan-Blacker



Thriving at Christmas — SEND Resources

Christmas, for the most part is & celebration to bring families together to rejoice in the birth of Jesus.
Howewer, the reglity can be, at times, very different. Along with the excitement, extra people in the
house, different food and presents can also come increased dysregulation, loss of routine and upset.

The following resource is from Beacon House, who offer therapeutic services, including this reminder
to try the PACE (Playfulness, Acceptance, Curiosity, Empathy) approach over the Christmas holiday
when things may be becoming less than festive.
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Beacon House also offer other resources specially designed by their therapists to support
regulation, connection and rest during December, for adults and children. They can be
downloaded for free here:

Winter Resources




