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song in the night. #MissionaryOctober #Mission

St Laurence Catholic Primary School
Through God's grace, a community growing in knowledge and understanding.

The proclamation of Christ is one of hope. He knows the anguish and
Pope Francis @ hope we bear in our hearts, the joys and struggles that mark our lives,
the darkness that assails us, and the faith that we raise to Heaven like a

Month

Dear Parents and Carers,

This s the flrst Issue of our new half-termly newsletter. we have Listened to the feedback
givew to governors, last term, and we are no longer sending out a weekly newsletter, instead,
You will have a bunper tssue, every half term with a submission from each class, we hope
You enjoy Looking through them all, Curriculuwm Plans, for each year group, can be found on
the class pages on the website,

Cclick here tp access the Curviculum Maps

As sovme of You know, we are restructuring Y576 bnto a Y5, Yé and Y5/6. The class teacher
List has been updated to reflect this, Mr Meredith, who has been with us this half-term, is
moving ow to a new challenge and Mrs Tilley (experienced Y5/6 teacher) is taking his place.
So it's a fond farewell to My Meredith and a huge welcome to Mrs Tilley!

Finally, could t remind parents that they are wot allowed to use the car park, morning or
aftermoon, unless You have a parking pass from us, There have been some near misses due to
it belng overly full and people not taking great care and attention,

Mrs Mecghee wallace and the St, Laurence Team

Committed to the words
of Christ and the Gospel

Values.

Head of School
Mrs McGhee Wallace

Assistant Head
Mrs Chalklin

SENCo/Inclusion

Mrs Harvey

Our Classes

Wrens Mrs Chalklin

TERM DATES
Autumn Term

School closes for the
Christmas break on
Thursday 21st
December.

Do not
¢ enter -

For yours and your

children’s safety, please do PD Day 3rd January

Pupils return to school

not enter the car park unless
P on 4th January

you have permission to do so,
in your car.

Skylarks Miss Armstrong
Mortlock

Kingfishers Mrs Watson/
Mrs Thompson

Quails Mrs Kitagawa
Swallows Miss Corcoran
Doves Mrs Groves
Magpies Miss Ward
Owls Mrs Tilley

Kestrels Mrs Prokop

Administrative Assistant Caretaker

Miss Tu

Administrative Officer
Mrs Rokitnicka

Mr. Tapp


https://www.stlaurence.cambs.sch.uk/page/?title=Class+Pages&pid=60&postLogin=true
http://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/
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Attendance Matters

Every Day Counts....
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Did you know your child’s best learning time is the siart
the school day?

That’s when every minute counts the most!!

SCHOOL starts at 8.55 a.m.

Every MINUTE Counts

Every Child Matters, Everyday

Ask us about help with getting your children to
school everydayll!



N e€rngs The children in Wrens
class have all settled well
and enjoyed their first

half term at school.
They have all gained in

confidence as they have
become familiar with their classroom and
accessing the continuous provision during
explore and learn time as well as their visits
to our Forest School. This term, the children
have been learning that they are special and loved by God. They each carefully painted their
portrait which are displayed in the school hall. They made handprints on a special altar cloth ready
for their Welcome Liturgy which they shared with their Year 6 buddies who have been helping
them to settle into school this term.
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All the children

&¥ enjoyed our African

¥ drumming workshop
| and demonstrated a
fantastic amount of
natural rhythm! The
 children have also
been working hard to
learn their phonics
sounds and they are
particularly
enthusiastic about
blending practice and
= reading their first

"1 words.




Year One have
had a wonderful
start to their
first half-term in
Key Stage One.
In English, we
have had a great
time looking at
Beegu and
Where the Wild
Things Are, as
well as
producing some
superb writing
all about
Autumn.

In maths, we have
used a range of
resources and have
just finished our first
unit, “Numbers to
Ten”. We are going to
look at the Part-
Whole model next.

As well as starting to learn about our senses in science and the world
around us in geography, we have been learning about the Creation story in R.E. We will be
completing our topic on families after half-term.

The children have been working very hard, and have settled in well. It
is lovely to see them working together and enjoying the last of the
sunny days, before we really need our wellies for forest school
sessions. Autumn is beginning to arrive, and we are recognising all of
the signs with the days getting shorter, leaves starting to fall, and lots
of conkers- which mzke excellent resources for practicing counting
when out on a3 walk!




Autumn First Half Term
2023

Firsthy. Mrs Watson and T would like to say what a privilege it has been to teach all the
wonderful children in Kingfishers this half term. Every child has shown a fantastic

enthusiasm for learning and has engaged in Tasks well. Miss Li Gotti and Mrs
Taylor Crush would like to join us in praising the children in Kingfishers for their hard work

and positive atfitudes fo learning. We know your support from home is a big factor here.

R.E. has focused on Beginnings and the children worked in groups to create collages of the
Creation Story (shown above) and more recently, learnt of the symbolism of objects used in
Baptism.
'8 Tn English we started by reading and writing character descriptions.
The children made careful choices in ad jectives to capture the
M individual, based upon inspiration from ‘Grandad’s Island’ by Benji
““ Davies. The children have recently shown they can remember the

- structure of a fable as well adopting lots of story-telling language.
In Mathematics. the children have developed their knowledge of place value of numbers
They have used a variety of strategies and a wide range of wocabulary when adding and
subtracting and solving a range of related problems. &reat resilience. Kingfishers!



October has seen us celebrating Black History month both as a school and also in class.
The children were lucky enough to participate in both an African drumming workshop and a
dance session. Great fun was had with the dynamic vibes of each event.

S T - |
Finally, these photos show the children’s focus on their learning whilst making crosses.
They sometimes hold these in their hands whilst praying.

When not in use, these crosses are kept on the class altar.

We very much look forward to teaching Kingfishers in the second half of the Autumn Temn
and creating more exciting learning experiences for the children.
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Does your child watch livestreams?

What is livastreaming?

Livestreaming is when an individual broadcasts videos live over the internet. People can watch
livestreams from any device that is connectad to the internet.

Who is watching livestreaming?

Research from Ofcom reported that 57% of 3 — 17 year olds have watched live streams and the most
used platforms to watch live streams were YouTube and TikTok. The research also showed that the
percentage watching content on livestreaming app/sites increased by age. A third of 3-4 year alds
were watching live content with this number growing to eight in ten of 16-17 year olds. This is
reported in Children and parents: media use and attitudes report 2022 {ofcom.org.uk).

What are the risks?

There are risks associated with watching livestreams that you should be aware of. The main risk
being that your child may see or hear something inappropriate as your child may come across
themeas or content that is not suitable for them. It is difficult to moderate live content as itis

happening in real time.
Howe can | help my child?

# All online platforms have an age rating, ensure your child only accesses platforms that are
appropriate to their age. For example, TikTok has an age rating of 13.

# For any platforms that your child uses, ensure appropriate parental controls and privacy settings
are applied.

# Take an interest in what your child is doing online and on a regular basis, ask your child to show
you what they are accessing.

* Ensure your child knows how to use any reporting/blocking tools on the app that they are using
and as always please ensure that your child knows to talk to a trusted adult if they see anything that
concerns them online.

Further information

» hitps:/fwww. childnet.com /help-and-advice/ livestreaming-parents,

« hittps:fwww thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/what-is-live-streaming/

Before You Click




Quails

Xihen wea startad

We have had z slower begmmms of term 1 Quails class, it tock us all a little longer
than the other claszes to get settled m and set nzed to a new routine. However, on week 3, we
eventually manased to do evervthims well a= a class. For this reazon [ dacidad to celebrate by
awarding the whole class a certificate for having had an amarmngs wesk full of hard work and
dedication. You should all be az prond of vour cluldren as [ am.

Our laarine

In Englizh, the children have written a2 poem about emohons. a very mteresting
descriphive narrative 1 first person about the Stone Age and a non-chronolesical report about
skaletonz. In RE, we have studied some Old Testament stores: Abrzham Joseph, Moszes and
Dand. In maths, the children have been worlange on place value, addition and subtraction.

In the aftermocns, we have different lezsoms every day. We have lsamt about the
human body 1n science, maps 1 zeography, from the Stone Age to Iron Ase m hstory,
computer networks, French and mms=ic. One of the projects that the children were most

excited about, however, was done durmg the art lessons. They made thewr own bleck printing
mzpired by the work of the artist Hokusan.

Black Historv Month

In October, Quails class had a workshop on Afnican drummmes. They really emjoved
playing the dromzs and lsarming some zong: besides telling evervone ther farounts food
while bansms their ovwmn mvented rhythm They have also had an Afnican dance workshop,
which theyv really emjoved. In class, we leamt about the life and mmportance that Olandak
Eqmano had m makimg enzlavement illezal. We have alzo learnt about the Ghanaian-bom,

Brtizh zinger Nuellz and listened to her music.




Autumn Term Highlights from Swallow Class

Teambuilding

Back in September, the children had great fun doing the ‘Egeg Drop
Challenge’. The children were put into groups and tasked with creating a
‘spaceship” which could protect their ‘alien’ egg from cracking in a crash.
Each child should be proud of themselves, as | saw some great creative
1 thought, teamwork and resilience...| even spotted a few budding
engineers!

Writing and Science

In science, we have just finished our topic on the Human body where they have been
learning about all the different systems. They then used this knowledge to write a non-
chronological report all about the skeleton in their English lessons. | have extremely proud
of the effort the children made with their writing and the fantastic reports they created.

Reading

The class have really enjoyed reading the class text ‘The Pebble in my Pocket’. It has been

lovely to see the children so interested in the history of the Earth. They have been
enthusiastic and shared fossils and other gemstones from their own home collections. | am

sure they will enjoy the future topic later in the year on rocks, soil and minerals.
Black History Month

As part of Black History Month, the children have taken part in an African drumming
workshop and a dancing workshop. They also learnt and thought about Olaudah Equiano,
who was an African sold into slavery and became an influential and powerful abolitionist. In
addition, we learnt about a Ghanaian born, British singer called Niiella.



Autumn Term Highlights from Doves Class

Writing
As a class we have completed three writing projects this term: 2 poem sbout rainy days, 2
descriptive paragraph 2bout 2 mysterious room and 2 non-chronologiczl report about the

human body. Each student has worked hard to plan, draft, 2dit and publish their own work.
The published work has then been sent home for family or friends to admire!

RE

The theme this half-term was the Bible. Together we have read, discussed and responded to
all of the major Old Testament stories, from Abrzham to David. We spend time 2ach day
before lunch listening to 2 Sible story and we have also manzged to memorise the books of
the New Testament. (Please ask your student to sing these to you!)

Black History Month

In October we |l2arnt 2bout Olaudah Equiano: a slave from Nigeria who bought his own
freeadom and playad a2 key role in the anti-slavery movement in Sritain inthe 1700°s. He
lived near Cambridge and the new cycling bridge in Cambridge is named after him. We zlso
learnt z2bout 3 Ghanaian born, British singer called Niiglla. And we =l enjoyed listening to
her music.

Young writers posing in front of our Published Writing Wall.



Magpies have worked hard on creating a great classroom
headings. The pupils all have the opportunity to be a helper for the
day and the pupils who have done this have been fantastic
ambassadors for Magpies. At the start of the year, the pupils all
created a prayer for the school year, which were all reflective and
showed their ambition for the year and for the community and
world.

Year 6 swimming sessions have been going really well and it has
been a pleasure to see the improvement and confidence of the
pupils, with another half-term to go, I'm hopeful of even more
progress.

This month, we have been looking at Black History and have covered
Katherine Johnson, Nelson Mandela, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King,
Barack Obama and Year 5’s have also looked at Marcus Rashford. It
was amazing to watch their interest, thoughtfulness and pride in
their work, especially as we had to write the biography in the
afternoon. | am really proud of what they have achieved and of the
pupils’ brilliant behavior, respectfulness and understanding that they
have showed.






This hadf tarm in English we howve been working on
third person adwenturz stories, formal letters of
applicotion ond poetry.

In Moths we hove been foowsimg on ploce wvalue,
rounding up numbers and mentd strategies.

In Sciznce we hove bean learning cdout the humnon
life cycle and understanding the dhanges thot

hoppen to us ot ey stoges,

| PE wea have baen developing our football cnd
handod| skills.

In computing we haowe been |eoming aobout
computer systems and search emgines.

In Ceogromhy we have been honing ocur cartogromhy |

skkills and lecerning chouk soale cnd coordinctes.

In history we hove been leaming about the founding of
Baghdad and the [slomic golden age.

Owls Half Term
Newsletter
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Kestrel's Class Autumn 1 Highlights

Mrs. Duarte and | have redlly enjoyed getting to know our new class. The children
have settied in well to a new school year and a new routine.

English Welcome Liturgy

We've had a busy first half temrm in Kestrels. On Friday 13" October, we shared a very

During our English lessons, we have been special afternoon. Pupils from Year 6 led

reading “Shacklefon's Journey"”, by Williom their Recepfion buddies in the ceremony,

Grill. The children were tasked with writing  where the little ones were welcomed into

a letter of application, to be a crew the school community and the Year é's

member on the expedition to Antarctica. received golden fies. | was 50 proud of how
the children conducted themselves and
were good role models for the younger

RE pupils.

In RE, we have been enjoying reading

parables and having class discussions

about the Kingdom of God. We spent

some lime reflecting on the ways in which

we can accept God's invitation.

Science
This term, we have been learning about
the human life cycle. | was very impressed

to see how beautifully the children Black History Month

presented what they have leamt on a Windrush As part of Black History Month, the
double page sprecd extended writing children learned about influential people of
piece. colour, including Marcus Rashford, and

studied the Windrush Generation. The
children showed se much creativity when
producing their collages about Empire
Windrush. As well as this, they took part in an
African drumming and dance workshop,
which they thoroughly enjoyed.




St Laurence SEND Newsletter
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Welcome to the 5t Laurence SEND Newsletter!
In this newsletter this half term:
* Spot light on Mental Health
* MHST Coffee Morning
* Information on Pinpoint
* Red Hen Support
* Information on Cambridgeshire SENDIASS

My email address is senco@stiaurence.cambs.schouk
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fighting for young people’s mental health

Last week was world Mental Health Day. With rising numbers of children and young people needing
maore support with their mental health, here are some tips to support you and your family. visit the
parents area on the YpungMinds website for more information:

youngminds. org.uk/find-help/for-parents

Did you know? 3 children in every classroom have 3 mental health difficulty.

The #Take 20 Parents’ Hub
Talking to youwr child about how they fesl can be hard. For them and ws! By taking 20 minutes with
them to do an activity you'll both enjoy, you'll create a relaxed space to start that conversation. Visit:
'EF‘:".'E:::'! ! ':'.':I!-LIIIEEE'I"'" ;'g.ukina rent/hovi-to-talk-to ¥ r-child-gbout-mental-
hesalth/fwhattodoifyourchildtellsyoutheyrestruggling for lots of fun activity ideas, conversation
starters and handy tips, adwice and resources to make talking easier

wWhat to do if your child tells you they are struggling:
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Where to gp next for syppon
. Younehinds Parent Helpline is available Mon-Fri from 9:30 to 4pmi: 0508 802 5544

. Your GF-they can refer you on to other agencies such as CAMHS (Child and

Adolescent Mentzal Health Services) CAMHS are the MWHS services that assessas
and treat young people with emotional, behavioural or mental health

difficulties.



* Spezk to Mrs Harvey about support that can provided in school,
or other agencies that can support your child, such as Early Help or the MHST
Team.

Coffee Morning with the Mental Health Service Team (MHST)

For an opportunity to meet and chat with Jade Workmaster from the MHST team about the
support they offer parents and schools — please come along to a Coffee Moming on Tussday

215 Nowember at 10.30am.

pinpoint

Dioes your child have, or potentially have, an additional need or disakbility?

The Pinpoint website has lots of information, advice and tips - wwow. pinpointcambs.ors.uk

Pinpoint Cambridgeshire is run for parents — by parents.

We give help and information to parent carers of children and young people aged 0-25 with
additional needs and disabilities and give parent carers opportunitias to have a say and get
involved in improving local services.

Mo formal diagnosis is required to access support from Pinpaoint — a child may be on a waiting
list, accessing services, had a referral turned down, or just be strusgling

:RED HEN
PR®JECT

FOUR DROP-INS, run weekly in term-time that grve families a safe place to meet others, and when
needed, access to info, advice and support from our trusted family workers:

*  MOMNDAY STAY & PLAY at the hall at the Good Shegherd on Mansel Way in Arbury CB4 ZET
— bring your little one, grab a cuppa and some breakfast! {8.45-10.30am)



Message Gemma OFESZ 386 005 to find out more and book — to keep the group zafe we
lirnit numbers.

*  WEDNESDAY WELLBEIMG at the Methodist on Green End Road in Chesterton, CBA 1RW — is
all about YOU-TIME, child-free group focused on physical and mental well-being. We kick off
with a fresh smoothly and then try the activity of the week — it could be zumba, meditation,
YOE=E, art, etc (59-11am)

» THURSDAY DROP-IN at arbury Community Centre Campkin Road, CB4 ZLD — a friendly group
where all families are welcome — with or without your children (11.30am-1pm]|

Contact Mariz 07966 835 635 for more info and to let her know you’re coming.

*  FnaLLy FRIDAY at Orchard Park Community Centre Central Avenue, CB4 2EZ — you've made
it to the end of the week! A chilled-out group, straight from school drop-off (9-11am) — all
families welocome — with or without children.

Contact Vicky 07901 562 380 for more info.

Want to come but worried that you dan’t know anyones? We're g friendly bunch — but if you we hove
other parents who have been through the same wovries and voluntesr to meet up and walk with you
an your first couple of visits! Mention it when you contact the drog-in you want to atitend.

W also hawve:
*»  Jurafcredited E-week ‘Raising Children” parenting course
*  Family day trips during summer holidays
» olunteer opportunities and the ability to ‘earn’ time credits

* Workshops — on topics such as sibling rivalry, bedtimes, building resilience, making
mealtimes fun, cooking on & budgst

For more information on Red Hen, please contact the Family workers or bars Harvey

SEND IASS

INFORMATION, ADVICE
AND SUPPORT SERVICE

The Parent Partnership Service providing Carnbridgeshire's SEND Information, Advice and Support
service (SENDIASS) offers impartial and confidential information, advice and support to parents and
carers wiho have 3 child or young person with special educational needs (SEM) or a diszbility or have
concerns that their child has special educational needs. They also offer impartial and confidential



information, advice and support to young people and children with spedal educational needs [SEM]
or 3 disability or who have concerns they may have specal educational needs.

SEMDIASS can help you with
» Confidential support and someone to talk to in confidence
» Advice and information sbout special educationz] needs

* Independent Support for children, young people and families as Statements are transferred
to EHC Plans

=  Prepanng for mestings with your child's school or with professionals who are working with
your child

» Information on your rights and responsibilities as & parent, children's rights and SEN law and
Suidance

» Information ebout local support groups and voluntary organisations What is the Information,

Advice and Support Service?

Book Reviews

WHEN
THE

PARENTS

EVERYTHING
CHAMNGES

Paul O - Britain's leading children's behaviour expert - reveals how to build a culture of
calm consistency into your home. He explains how you really can maintain a sense of Zen-
like serenity in the face of even the most chaotic behaviour, from school-gate screaming
matches to mesltirme childmageddon. And he offers a set of simple strategies for coolly
getting the behaviour you want - without a barked instruction, deranged punishment or cold,

hard cash-bribe in sight. St Laurence are working with Paul Dix to support Staff with their

approaches to behaviour in schos!
Help!
My Fecelings
Are Too Big!
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"Help! My Feelings Are Too Big® provides children, parents, and caregivers with a
cormpassionate approach to managing overwhelming emotions. Author K. L. Aspden offers
age-appropriate language and actvibes to help chidren nawvigate complex emotiona

challenges with confidence

Contact Us

if wou have any guestions or concerns, or would just like to talk please contact the school

Mrs VW Harvey Working Days:

Mion-Fri

office@stlaurence.cambs.schouk’

senco@stlaurence. cambs.sch.uk?

01223 7122F

Wisit us on the web at https/ fwww.stlaurence.cambs. schouky
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for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,

fortthey will be comforted.,

TH E 5 Blessed are the meek,

LTOR b I§° for they will inherit the earth.
Ll 6Blessedare those who hunger and thirst for
for they will be filled.

7
Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they will be qalled ¢hildren of God.

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted
because-of righteousness,
for thelrs is the kingdom of heaven.
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